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Representative Martin Introduces Bipartisan Legislation 
to Create Veteran Business Opportunities
COLUMBUS—State Representative Jarrod B. Martin (R-Beavercreek) today introduced legislation to create opportunities for veteran owned businesses in the state of Ohio.  
House Bill 465, co-sponsored by Representative Raymond Pryor (D-Chillicothe), would require the Ohio Department of Administrative Services to establish procurement opportunities for veteran owned small businesses, making it easier for those who served their country to start up and grow their business.

“This bill will go a long way to honor the service of these entrepreneurs who have so bravely served our nation.”  Martin said.  “I hope this will send a strong message to veteran business owners looking to grow and expand that Ohio is a welcoming place for them, their business, and their families.”
The Department of Administrative Services currently operates procurement programs such as the Minority Business Enterprise (MBE) and the Encouraging Diversity, Growth and Equity (EDGE).  The legislation will add an additional opportunity that will be specifically for veterans’ businesses currently excluded from the state’s programs.

“Since the passage of the GI Bill after WWII, Veterans have always been creative, by giving back resources to our nation through their military and private experiences. WWII saw a massive economic growth due to our veterans.” said Dennis DeMolet, formally the National Chairman of the Advisory Committee for Veterans Business Affairs for the United States Small Business Administration in Washington D.C. “Today we see Veterans leading the way in Small Business across our nation, returning their values to creative growth in economic marketplace. The Federal Government has seen this by passage of the Veterans Entrepreneurship Small Business Act in 1999. Today we will see the State of Ohio take a lead for their veteran’s population in business, by this legislation and grow Ohio Business economy. They earned this.”
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For additional information please contact Jimmy Sheppard on behalf of 
Representative Martin at (614) 644-6020.
